Biography Research Paper – Documenting Sources
Make sure as you are writing your paper that you insert a note after each sentence or paragraph which contains specific facts you got from a source. Usually these sentences will be in quotes, as you are directly copying them from your source.  

It is not necessary to do this with information which may be considered “common knowledge”.

EXAMPLE: “Jerry was a big man, robust in temperament and his sometimes caustic personality frequently got him into trouble” (Blevins 25).

HERE IS THE BIBLIOGRAPHY CITATION FOR THIS CONTEXT NOTE:

Blevins, Harold. My Friend Jerry. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Scribners, 1986.

You should use three sources, so your final page, “Works Cited” should show all three of these in correct MLA bibliography format. Be sure to list them alphabetically.

Rubric

“A” paper has few or no errors in writing, is about 500-1,000 words in length, and contains information from three sources with frequent context notes. At the end the paper there is a Works Cited page with all three sources cited in correct MLA format.
“B” paper has some errors in writing, a few context notes, but does give a good overview of the subject, and has a Works Cited page.

“C” paper has frequent errors in writing, contains very few context notes, and a Works Cited page.

A Failing paper has no documentation of sources at all.

